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HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 
Undergraduate Halls, Student Accommodation Section, Office of Student Affairs 

Green Quest (城林綠影) 
 
What is Green Quest (城林綠影) 
The Undergraduate Halls believe GREEN is a living style in striving for balance and aiming for economic, 
social, and environmental sustainability.  As complement to the green programs at the Undergraduate 
Halls, Green Quest is an annual green program organized by the Undergraduate Halls to enhance green 
awareness of HKBU students through seminar series and overseas experiential tour.  
 
Program Structure 
Green Quest includes three components: Local Training, Overseas Tour and Post Trip Sharing Session. 
 
(1) The Green Foundation  
Local Training includes seminar series provided by professional speakers on topics like environmental 
problems, social green issues and urban development and planning.  Students will then work on their 
own researches and brainstorm on how the green effort could be enhanced in Hong Kong and at the 
University.   
 
(2) The Green Journey  
As highlight to the Green Quest, students will participate in an overseas tour.  Through local site visits 
tours and meetings with Scandinavian students and experts, students will have hands-on experience 
and develop new understandings to how green initiatives could be implemented into everyday life, 
from the infrastructure and system, city planning, government policy to culture and lifestyle.  Students 
will take away how sustainable thinking could be combined with economic and social factors under 
local context. 
 
(3) The Green Giving  
After the Green Journey, students will share their experience and insights from the tour and pass the 
green message forward.   
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Green Quest 2016-17 
 
Students participated in Green Quest were from diverse academic background but with one common 
interest, the pursuit of green living.  To enrich students’ understanding to the green development in 
Hong Kong, Green Quest 2016-17 started off with a series of seminars delivered by local expertise on 
topics covering public space, local farming business development, urban planning, green mindset and 
green buildings. 
 
As highlight to the Green Quest, selected students visited the two Scandinavian countries, Denmark 
and Sweden, where the pursuit of a green and sustainable society is at their heart.  In 11 days, the 
participants walked through and experience most of the areas in Copenhagen municipality and Malmo 
city.  Participants had the chance of meeting with government official, local students and residents and 
HKBU alumnus in Copenhagen, and exchange ideas on living green in Europe and Hong Kong.  
 
To get the participants involved in the tour preparation, participants were required to conduct 
researches in groups or on individual bases.  Before the tour, all participants were required to submit a 
paper and present on an assigned topic like sustainable development, green energy, green living, urban 
planning and case studies.  During the tour, participants were assigned to be the guides of some 
assigned areas and to introduce the areas to the whole group. 
 
Through the Green Journey, the participants built up hands-on experience and developed new 
understanding to how green initiatives could be implemented into daily lives, from the infrastructure 
and system, city planning, government policy to culture and community engagement.  
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Feedback from Green Quest 2016-17 Participants 
 

“…During the time in both Sweden and Demark, I found out the secret of a green city. Through 
the facility of two cities, it could be know the government of both places really takes care of all ages of 
citizens. For the kids, each of the playgrounds has its own theme that related to that region’s history or 
feature and most of them are about sustainable life which makes a convenience for parents to educate 
their children while they are playing. In order to encourage citizens to start a green life, the local 
organizations make an effort to consider more and implement more green element into the housing 
idea, for example the flooding problem…” Karmen Cheung 
 

“…, there was a lot of chance for us to communicate with locals, and amongst ourselves. These 
opportunities allowed me to practice to speak up and express what I think, without caring how others 
might think about the content of my speech or my view towards something.  
I grew up and gained a lot during this tour to Scandinavia. I have never travelled to Europe and be that 
far away from my family; I have to be a temporary tour guide and lead a group to places that I only 
researched online; I have to face a lot of challenges on my own. Nonetheless, I overcame it all and did 
quite well throughout the trip. I made new friends, I learn new knowledge, I became greener and have 
a passion to change the lifestyle of my family and friends.  
To sum up, Green Quest allowed me to open my eyes and mind, to other cultures and I am grateful 
that I participated…” Veronica Lui  
 

“…I am lucky that I participated in the Green Quest Tour. The overall experience of the whole 
program is great and value added. From the very beginning, the seminars were well structured and we 
equipped with related knowledge with the topic. During the tour, we had local tour guides to show us 
around the city and guided tours in Augustenborg, Western Harbor, Malmo and Trekroner, Orestad, 
Copenhagen, etc. All of the activities enriched my learning experience on the topics of green living, 
sustainability and urban planning…”  Sophie He 
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“…One of the memorable moments experienced during the outreaching activity is gardening in 

the ecovillage. There are few opportunities for Hong Kong people to do some gardening due to lack of 
space. After removing the weeds, putting the plant in the new position and watering the plant, I really 
treat it as my child. I hope my child can grow healthily and happily. Apart from planting, I also cooked 
my lunch in the ecovillage. Using the local organic ingredients, I reckon that the food is more 
delicious….” Rachel Chan 
 
 “…As a tour to experience green living, Green Quest is actually quite a meaningful one. I went 
for a Green tour to Taiwan once, and it was just all guided tours to incinerators or facilities, not linking 
to our lifestyles. But what Green Quest let us do is to explore the green lifestyle of Scandinavian people 
by planning our own tours or just simply freely touring around our city. It was actually a good way for 
us to experience first hand on how to go green like an Northern European. Active leading role of 
participants enables the chances to talk with native people, enriching culturally and boosting our 
English speaking skills. Jade has been a responsible, caring and helpful leader during all stages of Green 
Quest, making us worry less. I would highly recommend other schoolmates to join Green Quest if it has 
to be held again next year… ” Ron Luk  
 

“…After this trip, I have learnt more about the sustainable development in Malmo and 
Copenhagen. By visiting the green roof garden and experience the gardening by myself in the village, i 
get the hands-on experience of green living. By appreciating the architecture and visiting the common 
space area in the cities, I know more about the culture and living pace of the cities. The friendly 
attitude of the tour guide and local people makes the trip more enjoyable. The funny, easy-going 
tourmates and friends make Green Quest tour into a wonderful experience. Live green, live happily …” 
Vivian Yeung 

 

 


